ALGUNAS NOTAS SOBRE
FEDERALISMO COMPARADO,
INSTITUCIONAL Y ECONOMICO

RESUMEN

El articulo se ocupa de algunos aspectos par-
ticulares del federalismo. Uno de ellos y quizas
nada obvio es el conceptual. Se recuerda que
el federalismo no siempre ha sido tratado con
el mismo sentido. Se exponen los principales
caracteres conjuntamente, sefalando ademas
los diferentes tipos de asociacion politica dentro
de las cuales es posible incluir claramente las
modernas federaciones. Las mismas plantean uno
de los mas grandes desafios para la operacion y
el equilibrio en los escenarios contemporaneos
donde la forma federal de gobernanza importa.
Por otra parte, el problema particular de los des-
balances fiscales abre las puertas a la cuestion
principal de las relaciones fiscales federales, que
envuelve los topicos centrales de asignacion de
funciones, asignacion de recursos y transferen-
cias, como patrones basicos de federalismo fiscal.
La contribucién incluye algunas consideraciones
acerca del escenario argentino y concluye con
algunos comentarios sumarizando el contenido
general de la nota.
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ABSTRACT

The paper deals with some particular issues about
federalism. One of them and not so obvious is the
conceptual one. It is remembered that federalism
not always was treated with the same meaning. The
mean characters are exposed jointly, sighaling besi-
des the different types of political associations inside
which itis possible to include clearly the modern fe-
derations. Additionally, the author devotes space to
consider some other issues related, like the frequent
appearance of assimetries and imbalances to the
interior of federations. The former poses one of the
biggest challenges to the operation and equilibrium
in the contemporary scenarios where the federal
form of governance matters. In the other side, the
particular problem of fiscal imbalances open doors
to the main issue of fiscal federal relations, which
involves the central issues of expenditure assign-
ment, tax assignment and transfers, as basic fea-
tures of fiscal federalism. The paper includes some
considerations about the Argentinean scenario and
concludes with some comments summarizing the
general content of the note.

KEY WORDS :
federalism, fiscal federal relations, Argentine.

47



