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Resumen

Este trabajo estudia la trayectoria del Partido Conservadar
de la Provincia de Buenos Aires durante su primera década
de existencia (1908-1918). La perspectiva de analisis se con-
centra en la organizacion politica; en particular, las pautas
habituales de lucha intema, los clivajes que dividieron al
partido y la evolucién de sus estructuras politicas. Al res-
pecto, y contra una visidn asentada, la hipétesis central del
trabajo sostiene que el proceso de democratizacion abierto
en 1912 produjo cambios significativos en el conservaduris-
mo bonaerense. La causa principal de dichos cambios radi-
¢d en las propias caracteristicas de la organizacion politica,
especialmente su bajo nivel de institucionalizacién. Pues, al
no existir normas claras que regularan la competencia in-
tema, los distintos sectores dirigentes trataron de volcar a
su favor las nuevas condiciones legales a fin de promover
sus intereses particulares. Esto provocd, por un lado, cierta
innovacion en las estrategias y practicas politicas del parti-
do, y por atro, una nueva configuracion de las relaciones
entre la cdpula partidaria y los agentes electorales.

Summary

This work studies the Buenos Aires Province's Conservative
Party development course during the first decade of its
existence (1908-1918). The analysis perspective is
concentrated on the palitical organization, in particular,
the usual pattern of internal rivalries, the cleavages that
divided the party and the evolution of its political structures.
Relatively, and against a widespread vision, the principal
waork hypothesis sustains that the demacratization process
that started in 1312 introduced significant changes in the
Conservative Party of Buenos Aires Province. The principal
reason for those changes resided in the special charactaris-
tics of the political organization, mainly its low institutiona-
lization level. As the internal competence wasn't regulated
by clear rules, the different leading sectors tried to overturn
1o their favour most of the new legal conditions in order to
promote their particular interests. This situation brought
about, on one hand, certain innovation in the political strate-
gies and practices of the Party, and on the other hand, a
new configuration of the relations between the party leader-
ship and electoral agents.
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