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Resumen

Los elementos centrales de la cultura politica
y de la mentalidad colectiva de América Latina
(especialmente de sus paises con menor grado
de modernizacion: Bolivia, Ecuador, Nicaragua y
Venezuela) se arrastran de manera parcial desde
la época colonial. El catolicismo barroco ha sido
uno de los factores mas importantes, revitalizado
en la segunda mitad del siglo XX por la Teologia
y Filosofia de la Liberacion. Sus rasgos mas im-
portantes siguen vigentes hasta ahora: autorita-
rismo, paternalismo y centralismo, por un lado,
y el funcionamiento ineficiente del aparato bu-
rocratico, por otro. El populismo actual se nutre
de la preservacion de esta cultura politica. En el
campo politico el populismo puede significar una
regresion hacia modelos colectivistas y procedi-
mientos politicos signados por el caudillismo, el
irracionalismo y las jerarquias autoritarias.

Summary

The main points of the Latin American political
culture and mentality, especially of its areas with
a minor degree of modernization (Bolivia, Ecua-
dor, Nicaragua and Venezuela) arise from colo-
nial times. Baroque Catholicism has been one of
the most important factors in this process. It has
been revitalized in the second half of the 20%"
century by the Theology and Philosophy of Lib-
eration. Its most important features are authori-
tarianism, paternalism and centralism, on the
one side; and the inefficient functioning of the
state bureaucracy, on the other. Contemporary
populism is nourished by the preservation of this
political culture. In the political field populism
can bring in a return of nationalist and collectiv-
ist behaviour patterns and of political proceed-
ings, which are characterized by caudillismo,
irrationalism and authoritarian hierarchies.
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