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Resumen

A lo largo de la primera mitad del siglo XX, la
existencia y las condiciones del trabajo infantil en
Argentina, despertaron una serie de preocupacio-
nes y alimentaron un interesante debate respecto
a su permanencia y a las normas que deberian
regular la actividad, en la que participaron mé-
dicos higienistas, organizaciones gremiales, par-
tidos populares, empresarios, la Iglesia Catolica.
El Estado también estuvo presente a través de
una serie de politicas sociales y de instrumentos
legales que intentaron proteger y a la vez regu-
lar esta actividad aunque la falta de medios en
algunos casos y la ineptitud y desidia en otros
conspiraron para su efectivo cumplimiento.

En el presente articulo pretendemos pasar revis-
ta a las miradas que distintos actores tuvieron
respecto del trabajo infantil en el periodo sefala-
do, lo contradictorio de las mismas y las contro-
versias que suscitaron.

Summary

Throughout the first half of the 20th century, the
existence and the conditions of child labour in Ar-
gentina, woke up a number of concerns and fueled
an interesting debate about its tenure and the rules
which should regulate the activity. In the first case
controversial views include child labour entirely
beyond the scope where it develops and revolve
around arguments that oppose child labour to cri-
me in one case and education in the other. This
debate involved hygiene doctors, associations,
popular parties, entrepreneurs and even the Ca-
tholic Church. On the other hand the State was
also present through a series of social policies and
legal instruments; although the lack of resources
in some cases and the ineptitude and laziness in
others conspired to its effective implementation.
From these preliminary considerations, the present
article aims to review the glances that different ac-
tors had on child labor in the indicated period, the
contradictory of them and controversies raised.
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