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Resumen

El articulo revisa las dos primeras décadas del
sistema legal, previsional e institucional desti-
nado a proteger a los trabajadores que sufrian
enfermedades profesionales en Chile. Se indaga
en la anquilostomiasis de la region carbonifera
y en la silicosis de las explotaciones del cobre,
las dos enfermedades profesionales que prime-
ramente alcanzaron notoriedad. Posteriormente
se discute la medida en que estas enfermedades
lograron ser prevenidas, asistidas y compensa-
das por los empleadores, tal como estipulé la le-
gislacién sobre accidentes del trabajo de 1924.
Se vera que hasta la década de 1940 el sistema
previsto para asistir a las enfermedades profe-
sionales no logré imponerse, y que organismos
de prevision financiados por los mismos trabaja-
dores y el Estado se vieron forzados a socorrer a
un sector de los trabajadores afectados.

Summary

The article reviews the first two decades of the
legal, institutional and social security system de-
signed to protect workers who suffered from oc-
cupational diseases in Chile. It explores the hoo-
kworm disease in the coal region and silicosis
in copper mining companies, the first two cases
that reached notoriety. Subsequently, the article
discusses the measures through which this set
of occupational diseases were prevented, assis-
ted and compensated by employers, as it was
stipulated by the occupational accidents act of
1924. 1t will be shown that until the 1940s, the
system to treat this type of diseases was not fully
implemented, and that the insurance agencies,
funded by the same workers and the State, were
forced to provide support to affected workers.
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