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RESUMEN: Las galectinas son proteinas
involucradas en la respuesta inmune.

En el suero humano se hallan Ac antio.-
gal, que podrfan estar relacionados con

la morbilidad del Trypanosoma cruzi. Se
observaron elevados niveles de estos Ac
en pacientes chagasicos con determinados
grupos sanguineos del sistema ABO.

En un grupo de infectados chagésicos
(n=200), subdivididos con y sin patologia
cardiaca, se comparo la distribucién de
grupos sanguineos ABO con respecto a un
grupo control sero-negativo.

Se evaluaron mediante serologia
convencional para Chagas, grupos
sanguineos ABO, examen clinico, ECG
basal y Rx térax.

Hallamos diferencia estadisticamente
significativa en las frecuencias de grupos

0y A entre poblacién testigo e infectados
con cardiopatia demostrada, y entre éstos
y los asintomaticos respectivamente. No
observamos diferencia para grupos ABO
entre la poblacién control y chagasicos
asintomaticos.

Pertenecer a determinado grupo sanguineo
constituirfa un factor de riesgo de enfermar.
El rol de las galectinas en este proceso se
continta investigando.
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SUMARY: Relationship between Chagas'
disease and ABO blood group system:

A preliminary study.

The galectins are proteins involved in
immune response. In human serum there is
antio-gal antibody, which could be related



to the morbidity of Trypanosoma cruzi. High
levels of these antibodies were observed in
chagasic patients with certain blood group
ABO system.

In a group of infected with T cruzi (n=200),
subdivided with and without heart disease,
we compared the distribution of ABO blood
groups in relation to a control group S(-).
They were evaluated by conventional
serology for Chagas, ABO blood group,
clinical examination, ECG and chest x-ray.
We found statistically significant difference
in the frequency of group 0 and A between

population control S(-) and the infected
ones with myocardiopathy, and between
these and the asymptomatic respectively.
Was no observed difference for groups ABO
among the control group S(-) and chagasic
asymptomatic.

The presence of certain blood groups could
be related to the pathology. It is necessary
to continue investigating whether this
relationship is mediated by galectins.
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