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RESUMEN

Se estudiaron sesenta especimenes (10,9 — 147 mm de longitud estandar) colec-
cionados en diferentes cuerpos de agua cercanos a la ciudad de Santa Fe. Se analizan las
variaciones de los caracteres meristicos asi como la evolucion de la pigmentacion y esque-
leto caudal a través de las mencionadas longitudes. Basados en este estudio, se determino
la longitud a que se produce el cambio de larva a juvenil (32—35 mm). En el trabajo se
incluyen los principales caracteres a considerar para diferenciar P. maculatus de P. ar-
genteus, P. labrosus y P. albicans, figuras de los especimenes estudiados, del esqueleto
caudal, graficos de alometrias y cuadros de las regresiones lineales y caracteres meris-
ticos.

ABSTRACT

Identification and morphology of Pimelodus maculatus Lacepéde, 1803
larvae and juveniles (Pisces, Pimelodidae).

Sixty specimens { 10.9 — 147 mm standard length) collected from different bodies
of water near Santa Fe city (31 40° S, 60 35’ W) were studied. Variations of morpho-
logical and meristic characters, as well as the evolution or pigmentation pattern and
caudal skeleton, through the above mentione lengths, were analized. Based on this study,
changes from larval to juvenil stages (between 32 and 35 mm) was determined. This paper
gives also the principal characters to b2 considered for differentiating P. maculatus
from P. argenteus, P. labrosus and P. albicans, Drawings of specimens at different sizes
and tha caudal skeleton as well as allometry graphics and tables with meristic counts
are included.
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