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RESUMEN. Se estudiaron comparativamente las zonas de las
desembocaduras de los tributarios y limnéticas de los em-
balses Dr. C. Gelsi (El Cadillal) y Rio Hondo, pertenecientes
a la cuenca endorreica rio Sali-Dulce (Noroeste Argentino),
en relacién con la contaminacién. Se evaluaron los pardme-
tros fisico-quimicos, la composicién especifica, abundancia,
biomasa y diversidad ficolégica, durante los perfodos de
aguas medianamente altas (otofio) y bajas (invierno). Las zo-
nas de mayor contaminacién correspondieron a las desem-
bocaduras de los rios Sall y Gastona en el embalse Rfo
Hondo para invierno. En éstas se detectaron altos valores de
DBOs5 y de fésforo, registros de anoxia, bajas concentracio-
nes de nitratos y menor densidad de fitoplancton junto con
la presencia de Euglena proxima y Nitzschia palea. Se inclu-
yen ademads, asociaciones de acuerdo a la dominancia de es-
pecies para cada zona estudiada.

ABSTRACT. Comparative study of the phytoplankton
community in two northwest Argentine reservoirs.

A comparative study of contamination was made in the
tributary and limnetic zones of both the reservoirs Dr. C.
Gelsi (El Cadillal) and Rio Hondo, located in the endorrheic
basin of the rio Sali-Dulce, northwestern Argentina.
Physico-chemical parameters were evaluated as well as
species composition, abundance, biomass and diversity of
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the phycological community. Samples were taken in autumn
when the water level was moderately high, and also during
winter when the level was very low. The zones of greatest
contamination were noted in winter at the point where the
rivers Sali and Gastona empty into the Rio Hondo reservoir.
Here high values of BODs5 and phosphorus were detected,
in addition to some anoxia records low concentration of
nitrates, lower phytoplankton density, along with the
presence of Euglena proxima and Nitzschia palea. Included
also are lists showing the degree of species dominance at
each studied area.
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